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The Council for Higher Education Accreditation

Mission Statement

The Council for Higher Education Accreditation will serve students and their families, colleges 
and universities, sponsoring bodies, governments and employers by promoting academic quality 

through formal recognition of higher education accrediting bodies and will coordinate and work to 
advance self-regulation through accreditation.

— 1996
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Dear Colleagues:

Thank you for supporting the Council for 
Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) 
through your membership, your involvement 
in CHEA activities and your use of CHEA as an 
outstanding source of accreditation information.

2018-2019 was a year of both activity and 
accomplishment for CHEA. Our outspoken 
advocacy for higher education accreditation 
and quality assurance as well as our work 
as “Accreditation Central” underscored the 
value of CHEA for members and accreditation 
stakeholders.

Let me give you some examples.

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

CHEA’s position paper on accreditation and 
regulation, Appropriate Accountability for 
Accreditation and Federal Policy, has been 
widely circulated to Capitol Hill and the U.S. 
Department of Education (USDE). CHEA’s 
position calls for a balance of 1) leadership 
for accountability from the accreditation 
community itself, 2) advocacy for the 
longstanding strengths of accreditation (peer 

review, 
commitment 
to mission, 
formative 
evaluation) and 
3) addressing 
federal 
expectations 
regarding 
the role of 
accreditation 
in institutional 

and program 
eligibility for 
federal and, 
at times, state 
funds. 

The 2019 USDE negotiated rulemaking and a 
resulting rule revising accreditation regulations 
reflect a number of the changes sought by 

CHEA in the position paper. The document was 
cited in a USDE document on accreditation 
and in the preamble to the Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking for new accreditation regulations.

CHEA’s Summer Roundtable, revised in 2018 
to focus exclusively on federal policy, has 
strengthened CHEA’s advocacy for accreditation 
by building additional relationships with key 
Congressional and USDE staff. The Roundtable 
is emerging as a desired destination for 
institutions and accreditors that seek to be 
current about federal policy and accreditation 
and to have the opportunity to engage 
key federal officials face-to-face. A draft 
Accreditation Handbook was distributed by 
USDE at the Summer Roundtable; this was 
especially valuable to many of the accreditation 
leaders in attendance.

Throughout 2018-2019, CHEA met with 
members of Congress, key education committee 
staff and USDE leadership to address 
legislation and regulations with an impact on 
accreditation, including legislation in the House 
of Representatives to reauthorize the Higher 
Education Act (introduced in the Fall of 2019) 
and its accreditation provisions. CHEA met with 
staff from the Senate and House education 
committees and USDE senior staff tasked with 
overseeing accreditation.

THOUGHT-LEADERSHIP

CHEA introduced its National Quality Dialogue, 
broadening CHEA’s focus with expanded 
attention to quality and quality assurance issues 
in higher education, including and beyond 
accreditation. This new initiative explores and 
addresses how we can provide additional 
emphasis on vital quality issues for colleges and 
universities, tailor tools that higher education 
leaders can use when addressing quality and 
strategic means to reaffirm the leadership 
role of higher education in framing future 
expectations of quality.

The Dialogue includes an interview series, a 
number of regional and sector-based meetings 
and various publications. Since the Dialogue’s 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

CHEA President Judith Eaton and 
Congressman Lloyd Smucker 
(R-PA), Ranking Member of the House 
Subcommittee on Higher Education and 
Workforce Investment, at the 2019 CHEA 
Summer Roundtable in Washington, DC.
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launch in July 2019, an invitational meeting 
of presidents, chancellors, think tank leaders 
and other academics has been held and an 
exploratory paper has been published.

The 2019 CHEA Annual Conference drew more 
than 300 participants from member institutions, 
accrediting organizations, higher education 
associations, government and media, as well 
as key speakers from Congress, USDE and 
higher education and accreditation leaders. 

The conference, titled “Accreditation: Enduring 
Values, Emerging Expectations,” focused on the 
significant challenges facing accreditation and 
the importance of sustaining accreditation’s 
historic values and the value of its work.

CHEA RECOGNITION

CHEA published major revisions of its 
Recognition Policy and Procedures in January, 
2019. Significant changes include the policy 
streamlining of the 
procedures to become 
recognized by CHEA, 
an additional emphasis 
on accountability 
as fashioned by 
an accrediting 
organization and its 
member institutions 
or programs and calls 
for additional attention 
to innovation in and 
through accreditation. 

CHEA’s Committee 
on Recognition met four times during 2018-
2019 and either made recommendations or 

took action affecting 34 CHEA-recognized 
accrediting organizations. Most of the actions 
or recommendations involved review of 
interim, progress or follow-up reports that the 
committee had requested of the accreditors. 
One accrediting organization was awarded 
CHEA recognition.

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY

Over 100 institutions, quality assurance 
bodies, associations and individuals from 34 
countries joined the CHEA International Quality 
Group (CIQG) in 2018-2019. The 2019 CIQG 
Annual Meeting, titled “Quality Assurance and 
Sustaining Trust in Higher Education,” attracted 
participants from 32 countries around the 
world to address how quality assurance needs 
to adapt to significant societal and political 
upheavals around the world. Speakers included 
leaders from quality assurance, higher education 
institutions and experts on international quality 
assurance issues.

The CHEA/CIQG International Directory, 
a repository of information about quality 
assurance and accrediting bodies in 175 
countries, was revised and updated. The 
Directory has been a popular feature on CHEA’s 
Website. And the CHEA Database of Institutions 
and Programs Accredited by Recognized U.S. 
Accrediting Organizations continues to provide 
information to more than 750,000 visitors each 
year seeking information on the accredited 
status of institutions and programs accredited 
by U.S. accreditors.

CHEA initiated its CIQG Quality Award in 2018-
2019 to recognize higher education providers 
worldwide who provide evidence of outstanding 
performance in meeting the CHEA/CIQG 
International Quality Principles established in 
2015. The CIQG Quality Award was presented at 
the CIQG Annual Meeting to Conestoga College 
Institute of Technology in Kitchener, Ontario, 
Canada and Advanced Learning and Western 
Governors University, based in Salt Lake City, 
Utah.

CHEA representatives spoke or participated 
at conferences, seminars and other events 
addressing accreditation and quality assurance 
in Asia, Europe and North America. CHEA 
President Judith Eaton gave keynote addresses 

Frederick Lawrence, Secretary and CEO of the Phi 
Beta Kappa Society, addressed free speech on 
campus at the 2019 CHEA Annual Conference.
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at conferences in Turkey, Croatia and Russia 
and participated in quality assurance-focused 
meetings in China and Ireland, among other 
events. These and other important meetings 
were covered in Quality International, the CIQG 
newsletter, along with interviews, book reviews 
and other quality-assurance related items.

ACCREDITATION AND QUALITY 
ASSURANCE INFORMATION

CHEA published 
important reports 
on innovation, 
academic corruption 
and digitization of 
credentials in 2018-
2019, along with 
CHEA periodic 
publications including 
the Federal Update, 
Accreditation in the 
News, International 
Quality Assurance in 
the News and Quality 
International, the CIQG 
newsletter, Op-Eds and CIQG Policy Briefs.

Research papers published by CHEA in 2018-
2019 included Innovation in Accreditation and 
Higher Education: Accrediting Organizations 
Describe Their Engagement and Digitization of 
Credentials: Quality of Shorter-Term Educational 
Experiences, all products of the CHEA National 
Quality Dialogue.

CHEA has significantly expanded its social 
media presence, with regular postings on 
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn, broadly 
sharing information about accreditation and 
CHEA activities, including news coverage of 
accreditation-related issues, links to new CHEA 
publications and updates on CHEA meetings 
and conferences.

LOOKING AHEAD

The year ahead promises to be a busy one 
for accreditation and for CHEA. Legislation 
to reauthorize the Higher Education Act, 
introduced in the House of Representatives, will 
be considered and reauthorization legislation 
may to be introduced in the Senate. Revised 

federal regulations for accreditation will become 
effective. And calls for greater accountability 
and transparency for accreditation—coming 
from Capitol Hill, the states and media—are 
likely to continue. The need for outspoken 
advocacy for accreditation and its value will be 
greater than ever.

CHEA will continue its ongoing advocacy for 
accreditation and its work with key individuals 
in Congress and at the Administration. We will 
speak out to government, media and the public 
on why accreditation is important and why 
protecting academic leadership, institutional 
autonomy and formative evaluation in 
accreditation is vital. And we will keep members 
and accreditation stakeholders informed on the 
events and activities affecting accreditation.

The CHEA National Quality Dialogue will 
also continue its work hosting roundtables, 
producing podcasts and publishing research 
addressing this vital topic for institutions and 
for accreditation. And – through publications, 
social media and meetings – CHEA will keep 
member institutions, accreditation stakeholders 
and the public informed on the latest 
accreditation-related news. 

We are grateful for the support that CHEA’s 
work receives from our member institutions, as 
well as for the strong level of attendance at our 
meetings. 2018-2019 was a good and productive 
year for CHEA. We will be even busier in 2019-
2020 on the important work of advocacy, 
information-gathering and sharing and serving 
as a convener of accreditation stakeholders 
across the country and around the world. 

Thank you for your participation and we look 
forward to working with you in the year ahead.

Sincerely,

Judith Eaton
President 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

David Maxwell
Chair, 
President Emeritus, 
Drake University

Elsa Núñez
Secretary, 
President, 
Eastern Connecticut State University

Nancy Marlin
Member-at-Large, Professor and 
Provost Emerita, San Diego State 
University

Timothy J.L. Chandler
Treasurer, Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs, 
Towson University

Cynthia Jackson-Hammond 
Vice Chair, 
President, Central State University

James L. Gaudino
Immediate Past Chair, 
President, Central 
Washington University

William A. “Bud” Baeslack, III 
Provost, 
Case Western Reserve University

Richard L. Pattenaude 
President Emeritus and 
Professor,
Ashford University

Robert Clark
President and CEO, 
Husson University

Gena Glickman
President, 
Massosoit Community College

Lester Newman 
President, 
Jarvis Christian College

George A. Pruitt
President Emeritus, 
Thomas Edison State College

Ann E. Rondeau
President, 
College of DuPage

Paula M. Rooney
President, 
Dean College 

Orlando L. Taylor
Vice President for Strategic 
Initiatives and Research, 
Fielding Graduate Institute

Jean Wyld
Professor Emeritus, 
Retired Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs, 
Springfield College

2018-2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(As of June 30, 2019)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The CHEA Board of Directors is composed of up to 20 members elected for three-year terms. 
The members are current or former chief executive officers of degree-granting colleges and 
universities, other institutional members (e.g., deans, provosts, faculty) and public members.
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Mary Ann P. Swain
Chair,
Battle Professor, 
State University of New York at 
Binghamton

Teri Cannon 
Chief Accreditation Officer, 
Chief Student Affairs and Operations 
Officer, Keck Graduate Institute and 
Minerva Schools at KGI

Stephanie Droker
Senior Vice President,
Accrediting Commission for 
Community and Junior Colleges 

Tanmay Pramanik
Vice President of Institutional 
Compliance,
Transnational Association of 
Christian Colleges and Schools

Emily Williams
Vice President of Academic Affairs,
Massachusetts College of Liberal 
Arts

Neil Harvison
Chief Professional Affairs Officer,
American Occupational Therapy 
Association

David Werner
Chancellor Emeritus, 
Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville

Lucas B. Kavlie
Vice President, 
Compliance & Accreditation 
Western Governors University
 

COMMITTEE ON RECOGNITION
(As of June 30, 2019)

The CHEA Committee on Recognition is responsible for considering the eligibility of new and 
continuing accrediting organizations. The Committee consists of nine members, each serving a 
three-year term, and includes public members, members from regional, programmatic, national 
and professional accrediting organizations and members from colleges and universities.

(*Served through December 30, 2018)

Pauletta Brown Bracy
Director, 
Office of University Accreditation
North Carolina Central University 

Mary Jane Harris*
Higher Education Consultant

Daniel Aleshire*
Former Executive Director, 
Commission on Accrediting of the 
Association of Theological Schools 

Barbara Brittingham* 
President of the Commission,
New England Commission on
Higher Education

David K. Holger*
Chair, 
IEA Governing Group and Provost 
Emeritus, Iowa State University

E. Clorisa Phillips*
Education Consultant



         2018-2019 Annual Report   |  9

NATIONAL FAITH-RELATED
• Association for Biblical Higher Education Commission on Accreditation
• Association of Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic Schools Accreditation Commission
• Commission on Accrediting of the Association of Theological Schools
• Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools Accreditation Commission

NATIONAL CAREER-RELATED
• Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools
• Distance Education Accrediting Commission

REGIONAL
• Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges Western Association of Schools 

and Colleges
• Higher Learning Commission
• Middle States Commission on Higher Education
• New England Commission of Higher Education 
• Northwest Commission of Colleges and Universities
• Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges
• WASC Senior College and University Commission

PROGRAMMATIC
• Accreditation Commission for Audiology Education
• Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing
• Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs
• Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education
• Accreditation Council on Optometric Education
• Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant, Inc.
• Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications
• American Academy of Forensic Sciences Forensic Science Education Programs Accreditation 

Commission
• American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences Council for Accreditation
• American Board of Funeral Service Education Committee on Accreditation
• American Council for Construction Education
• American Culinary Federation Education Foundation, Inc. Accrediting Commission
• American Library Association Committee on Accreditation
• American Occupational Therapy Association Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy 

Education
• American Physical Therapy Association Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy 

Education
• American Podiatric Medical Association Council on Podiatric Medical Education
• American Psychological Association Commission on Accreditation
• American Veterinary Medical Association Council on Education
• Association of Technology, Management, and Applied Engineering
• Aviation Accreditation Board International
• Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education
• Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education, American 

Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

CHEA-RECOGNIZED ACCREDITING 
ORGANIZATIONS (As of June 30, 2019)
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• Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care
• Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs
• Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education
• Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Management Education
• Commission on Accreditation of Medical Physics Education Programs, Inc.
• Commission on Opticianry Accreditation
• Commission on Sport Management Accreditation
• Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs
• Council for Interior Design Accreditation
• Council for Standards in Human Service Education
• Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation
• Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology, American 

Speech-Language-Hearing Association
• Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs
• Council on Accreditation of Parks, Recreation, Tourism and Related Professions
• Council on Chiropractic Education
• Council on Social Work Education Commission on Accreditation
• International Accreditation Council for Business Education
• International Fire Service Accreditation Congress Degree Assembly
• Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology
• Joint Review Committee on Educational Programs in Nuclear Medicine Technology
• Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board, American Society of Landscape Architects
• National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences
• Network of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration Commission on Peer Review 

and Accreditation
• Planning Accreditation Board
• Psychological Clinical Science Accrediting System

The CHEA 2019 Annual Conference, with the CIQG Annual Meeting, drew more than 300 participants from the United States and 
countries around the world to hear speakers addressing a range of issues related to accreditation and quality assurance. 
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