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The Council for Higher Education Accreditation
Mission Statement

The Council for Higher Education Accreditation will serve students and their families,  
colleges and universities, sponsoring bodies, governments and employers  

by promoting academic quality through formal recognition of higher education  
accrediting bodies and will coordinate and work to advance  

self-regulation through accreditation.

        —1996
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Dear Colleagues:

If ever there was a year that made it clear why CHEA’s vigorous advocacy is important, it was 
2014-2015. Accreditation and its value to students and society were routinely questioned and 
often criticized by members of Congress, media and even some presidential candidates. 

When accreditation was characterized as a “cartel,” when there are calls for new accreditors 
in place of our current organizations, CHEA was there. When the rigor and effectiveness of 
accreditation was challenged and even attacked, CHEA was there – energetic, engaged and 
dedicated to the value of the work of accreditation. Examples include:

• CHEA made the strength of accreditation and its value to students and society its 
central message to lawmakers, policy leaders and media, routinely countering the 
negative characterization of accrediting organizations.

• CHEA worked with key staff and members of the Senate and House of Representatives 
and with leadership of the U.S. Department of Education, making the case for 
accreditation and urging that federal attention going forward address the streamlining 
of law and regulation as part of assuring the future effectiveness of accreditation.

• CHEA kept its recognition review of accrediting organizations strong, as part of 
our work to build trust and confidence in peer review as central to higher education 
quality.

We are there for accreditation because institutions are there for CHEA. We thank all of you who 
support CHEA through your membership. Please take a few minutes to read more about our 
work on your behalf. 

We look forward to continuing that work in 2015-2016. 

Judith Eaton
President
Council for Higher
Education Accreditation

Letter from the President
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2014-2015 was a year in which accreditation was often both center stage and under siege, 
as members of Congress, media and even presidential candidates questioned its value and 
effectiveness. The Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) played a vital role in 
advancing accreditation, through advocacy work on Capitol Hill and with the Administration, 
through its recognition of accrediting organizations and through the CHEA International 
Quality Group (CIQG) that serves as a forum to address accreditation and quality assurance 
internationally.

Government Relations: Advocacy for Accreditation

CHEA worked to build understanding and support in Congress and the U.S. Department of 
Education (USDE) for the value of accreditation and its role in advancing academic quality.  

In 2014-2015, CHEA met regularly with leaders of the 
Senate and House education committees and worked 
throughout the year to engage and inform committee staff 
about accreditation and its historical role in advancing 
quality in higher education. CHEA sought to shape ideas 
about investment in accreditation as Congress began the 
reauthorization process for the Higher Education Act. 
This included information and policy recommendations 
for changes in law and regulation to reframe the division 
of responsibilities between accreditation and government, 
to streamline the federal recognition review of accrediting 
organizations and to promote a stronger partnership between 
government and accreditation. If successful, these efforts 
can encourage and support additional innovation, rigor and 
public accountability in accreditation. This is an ongoing 
conversation in which CHEA was and remains an important 
voice.

CHEA participated in the Task Force on Government 
Regulation of Higher Education established by Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee Chair Lamar Alexander (R-TN). CHEA’s suggestions on accreditation-related 
regulations were reflected in the final report’s language, emphasizing the importance of reducing 
the burden of regulatory compliance on accrediting organizations and accredited institutions and 
discouraging unnecessary management by USDE. CHEA was routinely involved with USDE 
leadership and key staff to address issues emerging as central to accreditation throughout the 
year: innovation, alternative paths to federal student aid and transparency. CHEA also worked 
to discourage the implementation of the College Ratings System, viewing this development 
as diminishing the broad commitment to academic quality and intellectual development that 
characterizes higher education.

2014-2015: A Year of Challenge

Virginia Foxx (R-NC), Chair of the 
House Subcommittee on Higher 
Education and Workforce Training, with 
CHEA President Judith Eaton at the 
CHEA 2015 Annual Conference.
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A Voice to the Public on Accreditation

In 2014-2015, CHEA’s voice was heard regularly on a variety of accreditation-related issues. 
CHEA President Judith Eaton spoke at conferences and special events, addressing accreditation 
and its contributions to assuring educational quality. Eaton authored commentaries that 
appeared in publications including Roll Call, The Hill and Inside Higher Education. Eaton also 
was quoted in a series of Wall Street Journal articles on accreditation and was featured in a 
Today Show segment on degree mills. And media turned regularly to CHEA for comments on 
accreditation-related news, from national publications such as U.S. News & World Report to 
higher education publications including The Chronicle of Higher Education and University World 
News.

CHEA offered an important balance to attacks on accreditation’s effectiveness and rigor. The 
result was a steady stream of quotes and commentaries from CHEA providing clear, fact-based 
information on accreditation and its historical role in advancing the quality of higher education.

CHEA’s short videos on topics ranging from types of accreditation to degree mills to interviews 
with presidents and chancellors of colleges and universities were viewed thousands of times on 
the CHEA Website and via social media such as YouTube, Facebook and Twitter. The CHEA 
Database of Institutions and Programs Accredited by Recognized U.S. Accrediting Organizations 
provided vital information to more than 800,000 visitors in 2014-2015. And the CHEA 
Website continued to provide a wealth of new and archival information on accreditation. As 
a result, CHEA continued to serve as an important resource for fact-based information on 
accreditation, its work and its value.

Helping to Lead the Discussion on Innovation and Accreditation:  
The Quality Platform

Launched in July 2014, the CHEA Quality Platform is a response to the growing importance 
of innovative, non-institutional higher education offered outside traditional colleges and 
universities, such as Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs), competency-based offerings 
and private companies that provide courses perhaps intended for credit. The Quality Platform 
offered an outcomes-based external review of alternative providers of higher education for their 
performance and quality in order to serve students and the public by assuring and improving 
quality in this sector. 

A CHEA Webinar on the Quality Platform in August 2014 drew more than 200 registrants from 
the United States and countries around the world. The Quality Platform has also been the focus 
of CHEA and CIQG presentations and publications. And a pilot review of a non-institutional 
higher education provider was undertaken in 2015, testing the effectiveness of the Platform and 
seeking guidance in improving this effort.

In September 2014, a report from the CHEA/Presidents’ Forum Commission on Quality 
Assurance and Alternative Higher Education was released. The Commission also focused on the 
emerging non-institutional sector and its service to students. Higher education associations and 
non-institutional providers were involved in the development of the report intended to establish 
a foundation for national discussion of the quality and effectiveness of these providers and their 
offerings.
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The CHEA International Quality Group: A Leader of the International 
Conversation on Quality Assurance

CHEA’s role as a leader on issues related to quality assurance around the world has grown 
significantly since the launch of CIQG in 2012. Institutions, organizations and individuals 
from Asia, Africa, Australia, Europe and North and South America have become CIQG 
members or participated in gatherings including the CIQG 2015 Annual Meeting, attended by 
representatives from 35 countries. 

The CIQG Advisory Council, which includes higher education 
and quality assurance experts from nine countries around the 
world, helps to set the agenda for CIQG activities. The Council 
developed a set of International Quality Principles that can serve 
as a foundation for future discussions of international quality 
assurance and countries working together in this important 
area. Since their release in May 2015, the Principles have been 
the topic of sessions at a number of international meetings 
addressing quality assurance.

CIQG publications in 2014-2015 included its newsletter, 
Quality International, and CIQG Policy Briefs. These 
publications provided information on vital issues including 
cross-border quality reviews, corruption in higher education 
and rankings and quality assurance. The latest addition to the 
CHEA/CIQG Publications Series – Is Big Brother Watching You? 
The Evolving Role of the State in Regulating and Conducting Quality 
Assurance – was made available in English, Chinese and Arabic 
versions.

In addition to CIQG’s work, CHEA’s President participated in international meetings 
throughout the world and CHEA hosted international delegations visiting CHEA’s headquarters, 
providing information on U.S. accreditation and its work to enhance higher education quality 
in the United States. CHEA also hosted a U.S. Department of State EducationUSA Leadership 
Institute in Washington, DC, bringing together educators from around the world to explore 
opportunities for capacity building and international cooperation and providing participants 
with insight into both U.S. and international accreditation and quality assurance. 

CHEA Recognition of Accrediting Organizations

Recognition of U.S. accrediting organizations – including regional, national career-related, 
national faith-related and programmatic accreditors – is a key activity for CHEA. As of June 30, 
2015, CHEA recognized 61 regional, national and programmatic accrediting organizations. The 
CHEA Committee on Recognition met three times in 2014-2015 and recommended action on 
20 accrediting organizations seeking CHEA recognition.

Acknowledging the changing higher education landscape and the changes in expectations of the 
role of accreditation, the Committee on Recognition began review and potential revision of the 
CHEA Recognition Policy and Procedures to assure that it adequately addresses calls for greater 
accountability, transparency and attention to student outcomes.  

CHEA/CIQG International Quality 
Principles, released in May 2015, 
have generated interest and 
discussion around the world.
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Released in 2015, the CHEA 2013 Almanac of External Quality Review provided a comprehensive 
source of information on accreditation that is accessible to members, government and the public. 
The CHEA Almanac Online, updated quarterly, served as an outstanding source of statistical 
information on accreditation and its operation.

The CHEA Award: Acknowledging Outstanding Practice in Student Learning 
Outcomes

Each year, the CHEA Award for Outstanding Institutional Practice in Student Learning Outcomes 
recognizes a select group of institutions and programs for their work related to the use of student 
learning outcomes. 

Established in 2005, the CHEA Award acknowledges outstanding practices in developing 
and applying evidence of student learning outcomes as part of the ongoing accountability, 
evaluation and improvement of college and university programs of study. Publicizing outstanding 
practices helps to highlight higher education’s focus on student learning outcomes and how this 
information is used by institutions and programs to improve educational offerings and outcomes. 
CHEA members apply for this important award, with award winners chosen by a committee of 
peers from colleges, universities and higher education institutions.

This year’s award winners were:

• Boston Architectural College, a private nonprofit institution offering 
bachelor’s and master’s degree programs in architecture, interior 
architecture and landscape architecture and design studies, combining 
academic coursework with assessment of professional skills gained 
through non-classroom instruction and discipline-specific employment. 
The 2015 CHEA Award recognized the college’s Practice Department 
that creates and oversees an effective partnership, or “learning contract” 
among educators, students and practitioners, including documentation 
of experiential learning.

• James Madison University, a public institution that offers bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral degrees in a variety of fields. The 2015 
CHEA Award recognized the university for assessing the quality 
of its assessment practice, a form of meta-assessment. This effort 
has involved review and rating of the institution’s assessment 
practices across academic programs, monitoring assessment 
quality, addressing strengths and weakness and using the 
assessment system to communicate how assessment has affected 
student learning.
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Looking Ahead

As 2014-2015 ended, accreditation continued to experience intense focus from Congress, 
USDE and the media, with some questioning accreditation’s ability to advance academic 
quality and protect students. Even presidential candidates discussed ideas for how alternatives 
to accreditation might support and encourage innovative higher education by nontraditional 
providers.

CHEA will continue to play an active role in discussions of accreditation policy, including 
how accreditation will be addressed both in Higher Education Act reauthorization legislation 
and in other legislative proposals or actions by Congress or USDE. Attention to accreditation 
and proposals for change are not confined to reauthorization. For this reason, CHEA will 
work closely with Congressional education committee leaders and key USDE staff as a strong 
advocate for academic quality through accreditation and offer recommendations and response 
to proposed reauthorization bills. We will continue to make the case that the division of 
responsibilities between accreditation and government needs to be restated and refocused, that 
the federal recognition review of accrediting organizations needs to be streamlined and that 
accreditation itself, not government, needs to work toward greater rigor, increased accountability 
and promotion of innovation in accreditation.  

Through the CHEA Quality Platform, CHEA will serve as a leader of the evolving conversation 
on quality review of nontraditional higher education providers. CIQG will bring together 
representatives from higher education institutions, accrediting organizations and quality 
assurance bodies, associations, businesses and foundations to engage quality assurance issues 
internationally and to identify the challenges and opportunities ahead. The International 
Quality Principles will stimulate discussion of international higher education quality and quality 
assurance.
 
In 2015-2016, CHEA will work to influence federal policy, promoting the value of peer review, 
academic freedom and focus on institutional mission while noting that traditional accreditation 
must also embrace and encourage innovation. We will also continue to work to assure that 
the recognition process is responsive to the evolving role of accreditation in quality assurance. 
Throughout 2015-2016, CHEA will also seek to identify opportunities for accreditation to 
provide even greater value to students and society. 
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Publications in 2014-2015
•	 CHEA/CIQG International Quality Principles (May 2015)

•	 Quality International, Volume 6 (Featuring a Report on the 2015 CIQG 
Annual Meeting and Articles on Quality Assurance and Academic Corruption, 
Sustainable Development and Human Security in Africa, the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development’s Assessment of Higher Education 
Learning Outcomes Study and more, June 2015)

•	 “Learn From the Trend and Local Practice – An Interview With Dr. Judith S. 
Eaton” (in Macao Higher Education Magazine, May 2015)

•	 “New Bills Protect Academic Quality Through Calls for Reducing Regulation” 
(Commentary by CHEA President Judith Eaton in The Hill, March 30, 2015)

•	 “Will Ratings Displace Accreditation?” (Editorial by CHEA President Judith 
Eaton in Inside Higher Ed, March 31, 2015)

•	 Is Big Brother Watching You? The Evolving Role of the State in Regulating and 
Conducting Quality Assurance (by Jamil Salmi, Global Tertiary Education Expert 
and Former World Back Tertiary Education Coordinator January 2015)
 (Available in Arabic and Chinese Translations)

•	 “Accreditation: What It Does and What It Should Do” (by CHEA President 
Judith Eaton in Change Magazine, January/February 2015)

•	 CIQG Policy Brief # 4 – “Rankings and Quality Assurance: Do Rankings 
Measure Quality?” (by Ellen Hazelkorn, Higher Education Policy Research Unit, 
Dublin Institute of Technology, January 2015) 

•	 “The Midterm Elections: What Do They Mean for Accreditation?” (Commentary 
by CHEA President Judith Eaton, Roll Call, November 17, 2014)

•	 Quality Assurance and Alternative Higher Education: A Policy Perspective 
(A Report by the Commission on Quality Assurance and Alternative Higher 
Education, CHEA and The Presidents’ Forum, August 2014) 

•	 “Want to Bring Together Congressional and College Leaders? Propose a College 
Ratings System” (Commentary by CHEA President Judith Eaton, Roll Call, 
August 22. 2014)

•	 Quality International, Volume 5 (Featuring an Interview with Jagannath Patil, 
President of the Asian Pacific Quality Network, and Articles on Rankings, 
Alternative Providers of Higher Education, Quality Assurance in Europe and 
Africa and more, January 2015)

http://www.chea.org/pdf/Quality%20Principles.pdf
http://www.cheainternational.org/members/protected/pdf/ciqg_newsletter_vol6.pdf
http://www.cheainternational.org/members/protected/pdf/ciqg_newsletter_vol6.pdf
http://www.cheainternational.org/members/protected/pdf/ciqg_newsletter_vol6.pdf
http://www.cheainternational.org/members/protected/pdf/ciqg_newsletter_vol6.pdf
http://www.cheainternational.org/members/protected/pdf/ciqg_newsletter_vol6.pdf
http://www.cheainternational.org/members/protected/pdf/ciqg_newsletter_vol6.pdf
http://www.cheainternational.org/members/protected/pdf/ciqg_newsletter_vol6.pdf
http://www.cheainternational.org/members/protected/pdf/ciqg_newsletter_vol6.pdf
http://www.gaes.gov.mo/images/hemag/images/books/book15/pdf/24-29.pdf
https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2015/03/31/federal-rating-system-could-displace-accreditation-judge-higher-ed-quality-essay
http://www.chea.org/pdf/Salmi_Book.pdf
http://www.chea.org/pdf/Salmi_Book.pdf
http://www.chea.org/pdf/Salmi_Book_Arabic.pdf
http://www.chea.org/pdf/Salmi_Book_Chinese.pdf
http://www.chea.org/pdf/CHANGE%20article-Accreditation_Judith_Eaton.pdf
http://www.chea.org/news/index.asp
http://www.chea.org/news/index.asp
http://www.rollcall.com/news/the_midterm_elections_what_do_they_mean_for_accreditation_commentary-237991-1.html
http://www.chea.org/pdf/Quality_Assurance_and_Alternative_HE_7x8.5.pdf
http://www.rollcall.com/news/want_to_bring_together_congressional_and_college_leaders_propose_a_college-235796-1.html
http://www.rollcall.com/news/want_to_bring_together_congressional_and_college_leaders_propose_a_college-235796-1.html
http://www.cheainternational.org/members/protected/pdf/ciqg_newsletter_vol5a.pdf
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2014–2015 Board of Directors
 
The CHEA Board of Directors is composed of up to 20 members elected for three-year terms. 
The members are current chief executive officers of degree-granting colleges and universities, 
other institutional members (e.g., deans, provosts, faculty) and public members.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Dorothy Leland, Chair, Chancellor, University of California, Merced

Madlyn L. Hanes, Vice Chair, Vice President, Commonwealth Campuses, Pennsylvania State 
University 

Harold L. Martin, Sr., Secretary, Chancellor, North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State 
University

Satish Tripathi, Treasurer, President, University at Buffalo, State University of New York

David Maxwell, Member-at-Large, President, Drake University

John E. Bassett, Immediate Past Chair, President, Heritage University

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

James L. Gaudino, President, Central Washington University

Cynthia Jackson-Hammond, President, Central State University

David Johnson, III, Regulatory Compliance Officer, Total Care Auto

Bob Kerrey, Managing Director, Allen and Company

Paul LeBlanc, President, Southern New Hampshire University

Joe D. May, Chancellor, Dallas County Community College District

Judy C. Miner, President, Foothill College

Elsa Núñez, President, Eastern Connecticut State University

George A. Pruitt, President, Thomas Edison State College

Ann E. Rondeau, Vice Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret.)

Paula M. Rooney, President, Dean College

Craig D. Swenson, Chancellor Emeritus and Professor, Argosy University

Lesley Wilson, Secretary General, European University Association
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2014–2015 Committee on Recognition
 
The CHEA Committee on Recognition is responsible for considering the eligibility and recog-
nition status of new and continuing accrediting organizations. The Committee consists of nine 
members, each serving a three-year term, and includes public members, members from regional, 
specialized, national and professional accrediting organizations and members from colleges and 
universities.

William B. DeLauder (Chair) 
President Emeritus, Delaware State University

Daniel Aleshire 
Executive Director, Commission on Accrediting of the Association of Theological Schools

Paulette Brown Bracy 
Director, Office of University Accreditation, North Carolina Central University

Barbara Brittingham 
President and Director, Commission on Institutions of Higher Education, New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges

Mary Jane Harris 
Higher Education Consultant

David K. Holger 
Associate Provost for Academic Programs & Dean of the Graduate College, Professor of 
Aerospace Engineering, Iowa State University

E. Clorissa Phillips 
Education Consultant

Mary Ann P. Swain 
Professor, Decker School of Nursing, State University of New York at Binghamton

David Werner 
Chancellor Emeritus, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville
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 CHEA-Recognized Accrediting Organizations
(As of June 30, 2015)

 
National Faith-Related
Association for Biblical Higher Education Commission on Accreditation

Association of Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic Schools Accreditation Commission

Commission on Accrediting of the Association of Theological Schools

Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools Accreditation Commission

National Career-Related
Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools

Distance Education Accrediting Commission

Regional
Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges 

Higher Learning Commission

Middle States Commission on Higher Education

New England Association of Schools and Colleges Commission on Institutions of Higher Education

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges

WASC Senior College and University Commission 

Programmatic
AACSB International – The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business

ABET

Accreditation Commission for Audiology Education

Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing

Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs

Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education

Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant, Inc.

Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications

American Academy of Forensic Sciences Forensic Science Education Programs Accreditation Commission

American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences Council for Accreditation

American Board of Funeral Service Education Committee on Accreditation

American Council for Construction Education

 (continued)
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CHEA-Recognized Accrediting Organizations
(As of June 30, 2015)

 
 
American Culinary Federation Education Foundation, Inc. Accrediting Commission

American Library Association Committee on Accreditation

American Occupational Therapy Association Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education

American Optometric Association Accreditation Council on Optometric Education

American Physical Therapy Association Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education

American Podiatric Medical Association Council on Podiatric Medical Education

American Psychological Association Commission on Accreditation

American Society of Landscape Architects Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and 
Speech-Language Pathology

American Veterinary Medical Association Council on Education

Association of Technology, Management, and Applied Engineering 

Aviation Accreditation Board International

Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education

Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education American Association for 
Marriage and Family Therapy

Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care

Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs

Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Management Education

Commission on Opticianry Accreditation

Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs

Council for Interior Design Accreditation

Council for Standards in Human Service Education

Council for the Accreditation of Education Preparation

Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs

Council on Chiropractic Education

Council on Rehabilitation Education Commission on Standards and Accreditation

Council on Social Work Education Commission on Accreditation

International Assembly for Collegiate Business Education

International Fire Services Accreditation Congress - Degree Assembly

Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology

Joint Review Committee on Educational Programs in Nuclear Medicine Technology  (continued)
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CHEA-Recognized Accrediting Organizations
(As of June 30, 2015)

 
 
 
National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences

National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education

National Recreation and Park Association Council on Accreditation of Parks, Recreation, Tourism and 
Related Professions

Network of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration Commission on Peer Review and 
Accreditation

Planning Accreditation Board

Psychological Clinical Science Accreditation System

Teacher Education Accreditation Council



A national advocate and institutional voice for self-regulation of academic quality 
through accreditation, CHEA is an association of 3,000 degree-granting colleges and 

universities and recognizes 62 institutional and programmatic accrediting organizations.

CHEA
Council for Higher Education Accreditation

One Dupont Circle NW • Suite 510
Washington DC 20036-1135

tel: 202-955-6126 • fax: 202-955-6129
e-mail: chea@chea.org • www.chea.org

09-008
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More Information About the Council for Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA) Is Available at www.chea.org

More Information About the CHEA International Quality Group (CIQG) 
Is Available at www.cheainternational.org

http://www.chea.org
http://www.cheainternational.org

