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The Council for Higher Education Accreditation
Mission Statement

The Council for Higher Education Accreditation will serve students and their families,  
colleges and universities, sponsoring bodies, governments and employers  

by promoting academic quality through formal recognition of higher education  
accrediting bodies and will coordinate and work to advance  

self-regulation through accreditation.

        —1996
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Dear Colleagues:

The Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) represents approximately 3,000 
accredited colleges and universities in the United States. These institutions support CHEA’s 
activities and benefit from CHEA’s work and accomplishments.

How did members benefit this year? The list is impressive:

• Serving as a leading advocate for accreditation, CHEA’s voice was regularly heard on 
accreditation issues on Capitol Hill, with the Administration and in the 50 states, making 
the case for the value and importance of accreditation.

• As hearings and bill introductions were underway, CHEA met with and provided 
important information and policy recommendations on accreditation to policy 
leaders, including leadership of Senate and House education committees and key U.S. 
Department of Education staff.

• CHEA hosted a diverse array of meetings, bringing together government leaders, colleges 
and universities and the accreditation community to share ideas and information on 
a range of issues such as accreditation and innovation, noninstitutional education and 
quality assurance and emerging regional quality assurance developments.

• CHEA’s international work, through the CHEA International Quality Group (CIQG), 
helped to lead the discussion of emerging quality assurance issues worldwide.

• CHEA kept members informed on need-to-know issues, including activity related to 
Higher Education Act reauthorization and the proposed College Ratings System.

Your institution’s commitment to peer review of academic quality through accreditation is 
reflected in everything that CHEA does. Thank you for supporting CHEA in 2013-2014 and 
please take a few minutes to read more about our work on your behalf.

 John E. Bassett      Judith Eaton
 Chair, Board of Directors    President
 President      Council for Higher
 Heritage University       Education Accreditation

Letter from the Chair and the President
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2013-2014 was a year in which accreditation was often center stage – in the policy arena, in 
discussions of higher education’s quality and value and in the international conversation on 
assuring quality. Throughout the year, CHEA played a vital role in advancing accreditation 
through advocacy work on Capitol Hill and with the Administration, through its recognition 
of accrediting organizations and through the forum created by the CHEA International Quality 
Group to address quality assurance internationally. 

A Leading Advocate for Accreditation

Preparation for the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act (HEA) was a central focus 
for CHEA’s government affairs activities in 2013-2014. CHEA provided information and 
policy recommendations on accreditation to the Senate and House of Representatives. CHEA’s 
advocacy included seeking changes in law and regulation that would restate and reframe the 
division of responsibilities between government and accreditation and would streamline the 
federal recognition review of accrediting organizations; making the case for support of peer 
review, institutional autonomy, commitment to mission and academic freedom, all of which 
have been essential to the strength of colleges and universities; and promoting an accreditation-
government partnership for innovation in accreditation.  

CHEA provided comments on key issues for reauthorization in a July 31, 2013 letter to leaders 
of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce and coordinated a letter to Congress 
from the accreditation community that was signed by 36 regional, national and programmatic 
accrediting organizations. The letters pointed to the misalignment between the expectations of 
Congress and the academic community regarding accountability and accreditation and noted 
the need for a reauthorization that diminishes the misalignment, acknowledges the effectiveness 
of accreditation’s commitment to accountability and commits to working with accreditation to 
address public accountability needs.

CHEA also participated on a Task Force established in 2013 by Senator Lamar Alexander 
(R-TN) seeking to reduce excessive higher education regulation, serving as the point 
organization on issues related to accreditation.

CHEA participated in a session for members of the USDE’s National Advisory Committee on 
Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI) on current accreditation issues and initiatives. At 
the committee’s request, CHEA also produced a paper and testified on vital accreditation policy 
considerations at NACIQI’s June 2014 meeting. 

An Outspoken Voice on Accreditation

CHEA’s advocacy for accreditation extended far beyond Congress and the Administration in 
2013-2014. CHEA President Judith Eaton spoke regularly at conferences and special events, 
addressing accreditation and its contributions to assuring educational quality. Eaton also 
authored commentaries on reauthorization that appeared in publications including Roll Call 

2013-2014: Advancing Accreditation, 
Engaging Quality Assurance 

Internationally
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and The Huffington Post, speaking to the value and importance of accreditation to colleges and 
universities. 

Media turned regularly to CHEA for comments on accreditation-related news. From national 
publications such as the Wall Street Journal and U.S. News & World Report to higher education 
publications including The Chronicle of Higher Education, Inside Higher Ed and University 
World News, CHEA’s President was interviewed and quoted on issues ranging from HEA 
reauthorization to the Administration’s discussion of an alternative system of accreditation.

To the public, CHEA served as a comprehensive source of information. CHEA’s short videos on 
topics ranging from types of accreditation to degree mills were viewed thousands of times on the 
CHEA Website and via social media such as YouTube, Facebook and Twitter.

A Venue to Address Accreditation-Related Issues

CHEA’s 2014 Annual Conference and 2014 Summer 
Workshop featured top speakers from government, 
colleges and universities and accrediting organizations, 
sharing ideas and current information on a range 
of accreditation topics. These meetings provided 
members with the opportunity to hear from and 
meet with key government officials, accrediting 
organizations and colleagues from higher education to 
address issues that have the greatest impact on colleges, 
universities and accreditation.

Speakers at the 2014 Annual Conference included 
Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA), Chair of the Senate 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
and, by video, Congresswoman Virginia Foxx (R-NC), 
Chair of the House Subcommittee on Higher 
Education and Workforce Training. Both provided 
updates on HEA reauthorization and their views on 

accreditation. Other key government speakers included Jamienne Studley, then Acting Under 
Secretary of Education, and NACIQI Chair Susan Phillips.

At the 2014 Summer Workshop, newly confirmed Under Secretary of Education Ted Mitchell 
offered his views on U.S. accreditation and USDE regulatory activities, as well as the timing for 
a proposed College Ratings System.

Helping to Lead the International Conversation on Quality Assurance

With the launch of the CHEA International Quality Group (CIQG) in 2012, CHEA’s role as 
a leader on issues related to quality assurance around the world grew significantly. Institutions, 
organizations and individuals from countries around the world became CIQG members or 
participated in gatherings, including the CIQG 2014 Annual Meeting. CHEA’s 3,000 member 
institutions automatically become CIQG members as a benefit of their CHEA membership.

CIQG’s annual meeting brought together speakers and participants from Africa, Asia, Australia, 
Europe, North America and South America to discuss topics ranging from the growing 
internationalization of higher education to regional approaches to quality assurance. CIQG 

Senator Tom Harkin, Chair of the Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, David 
Maxwell, President of Drake University and CHEA 
President Judith Eaton at the CHEA 2014 Annual 
Conference.
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publications, Quality International and CIQG Policy Briefs, provided information on emerging 
issues, including a guide for government officials on quality assurance for higher education in an 
international setting, challenges for quality assurance for higher education outside colleges and 
universities (noninstitutional higher education) and the benefits, disadvantages and challenges 
related to the development of a single set of international quality standards.

In addition to CIQG’s work, CHEA’s President participated in international meetings 
throughout the world, and CHEA hosted international delegations visiting CHEA’s 
headquarters, providing information on U.S. accreditation and its work to enhance higher 
education quality in the United States.

The CHEA Award: Acknowledging Outstanding Practice in Student Learning 
Outcomes

Each year, the CHEA Award for Outstanding Institutional Practice in Student Learning Outcomes 
recognizes a select group of institutions and programs for their work related to the use of student 
learning outcomes. CHEA members apply for this important award, with winners chosen by a 
committee of peers from colleges, universities, accreditation and the public.

This year’s award winners included a public university, a private, nonprofit distance learning 
institution and, for the first time, a state-supported military college:

• Eastern Kentucky University, a regional university offering undergraduate and graduate 
programs, for its student learning outcomes activities – including measurement and 
communication – as evidenced by an annual Assurance of Learning day, where faculty 
share information and ideas, giving visibility to student learning outcomes.

• Excelsior College, a nonprofit distance learning institution focused on removing 
obstacles to the educational goals of 
adult learners by providing multiple 
pathways to degree completion, for 
its Master of Arts in Liberal Studies 
Program that uses a system designed by 
faculty and administrators to measure 
student learning within the program’s 
flexible online format.

• The Citadel, a state-supported military 
college offering undergraduate and 
graduate programs, including a distance 
learning online degree program, for 
its student learning outcomes efforts, 
including a program to facilitate the 
collection, scoring and reporting of 
student performance data, as well 
as a system to enhance assessment, 
communication and continuous 
improvement.

Tara McNealy of The Citadel (left), Tracy Caldwell of 
Excelsior College (second from left) and Rose Perrine-Wilkins 
of Eastern Kentucky University (right) pose with CHEA 
President Judith Eaton after receiving the 2014 CHEA 
Award for Outstanding Institutional Practice in Student 
Learning Outcomes on behalf of their institutions.
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CHEA Recognition of Accrediting Organizations

Recognition of U.S. accrediting organizations, including regional, national career-related, 
national faith-related and programmatic accreditors, is a key activity for CHEA and part of 
the commitment of the academic community to peer review. CHEA recognized 60 regional, 
national faith-related, national career-related and programmatic accrediting organizations during 
the first round of recognition reviews.

CHEA recognition has three basic purposes: to advance academic quality, to demonstrate 
accountability and to encourage, where appropriate, scrutiny and planning for change and 
needed improvement. Each accrediting organization undergoes a formal review, with CHEA 
scrutinizing the accreditor’s standards and activities to affirm that they are consistent with 
quality improvement and accountability standards established by CHEA. All CHEA-recognized 
accrediting organizations undergo a review every 10 years at a minimum. 

During 2013-2014, the CHEA Committee on Recognition, as part of the second round of 
reviews, considered five accrediting organizations seeking eligibility for CHEA recognition and 
15 organizations seeking recognition. The committee also reviewed five deferral responses, six 
special reports and six interim reports. Some of the organizations reviewed were new to CHEA 
and others had previously been recognized. To date, 54 accrediting organizations have completed 
eligibility or recognition reviews or both.

Through its Almanac of External Quality Review, CHEA serves as a comprehensive source of 
information on accreditation that is readily available and accessible to members, government 
and the public. The CHEA Almanac Online, updated quarterly, provides information on 
recent accreditation actions by CHEA- and USDE-recognized accrediting organizations, as 
well as serving as an outstanding source of statistical 
information on accreditation and its operations.

A Comprehensive Information Resource

CHEA’s value as “Accreditation Central” – a 
comprehensive national source of information on 
accreditation – was demonstrated throughout 2013-
2014. The Federal Update and Inside Accreditation kept 
members and accreditation stakeholders informed 
on federal policy issues and emerging trends, such 
as noninstitutional higher education. CHEA also 
posted Website links to videos of accreditation policy 
discussions, including a symposium, “Accreditation in 
the Crosshairs,” hosted by the Cato Institute, at which 
CHEA’s President spoke.

The CHEA Website continued to provide a wealth 
of new and archival information on accreditation, 
including presentations from the CHEA 2014 Annual 
Conference, the CHEA Summer Workshop and the 
CIQG Annual Meeting, fact sheets and advisories on 
topics ranging from degree mills and accreditation mills to the role of accreditation in student 
achievement and an “Accreditation Toolkit,” providing important accreditation documents for 
various audiences. The Website served as an important information resource on accreditation for 
CHEA members, accrediting organizations and the public.

The Accreditation Tool Kit found on the CHEA 
Website provides important information on U.S. 
higher education accreditation and recognition 
to students, faculty, presidents and chancellors, 
governing boards of higher education institutions 
and accrediting organizations.
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Looking Ahead

The year ahead will bring new leadership of the Senate Health Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee with the retirement of Chair Tom Harkin. In the House, George Miller (D-CA), 
ranking member of the Committee on Education and the Workforce, also is retiring. New 
members will join these committees at the same time as reauthorization legislation is likely to be 
introduced or reintroduced.

At USDE, a proposed College Ratings System is expected to be unveiled by the end of 2014, 
with the potential to have an impact on accreditation if the ratings eventually are tied to federal 
financial aid for students, as has been suggested. USDE will also continue a series of rulemakings 
on topics such as state authorization for distance education programs. 

Internationally, CIQG will continue to bring together representatives from higher education 
institutions, accrediting organizations and quality assurance bodies, associations, businesses and 
foundations to engage quality assurance issues internationally and to identify the challenges 
and opportunities ahead, such as the issue of non-institutional higher education and how to 
assure its quality and how accreditation and quality assurance can support and encourage higher 
education innovation.

CHEA will remain at the center of these policy discussions, working on behalf of our members 
to advocate reduced government regulation of accreditation; to protect peer review, institutional 
autonomy and our commitment to academic freedom; and to support the distinctive missions of 
colleges and universities. CHEA will continue to stress the importance of keeping accreditation’s 
focus on academic quality, rather than on regulatory compliance. 

CHEA will also continue to serve as the most comprehensive source of information on 
accreditation available anywhere, keeping members and stakeholders informed of news and 
information on a range of accreditation-related topics.

Throughout 2014-2015, CHEA will remain focused on advocacy for accreditation’s key task: 
assuring and improving academic quality to the benefit of students and society.
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Key Dates in the History of CHEA
March 1996
• Formation of CHEA through first-ever referendum of college and university presidents.  

Fifteen-member board of directors elected, bylaws approved.

September 1996
• Board of directors adopts CHEA bylaws and files articles of incorporation.

May 1997
• Institutional Eligibility and Recognition Policy adopted by board of directors.

August 1997
• Dr. Judith S. Eaton named CHEA’s first president.

September – December 1997
• CHEA conducts national survey of degree- granting institutions, higher education associations and 

accrediting organizations to learn of  priorities for CHEA and for accreditation.

September 1998
• Board of directors adopts the CHEA Recognition Policy and Procedures.

January 1999
• Members of committee on recognition appointed by board of directors.

November 2000
• Advisory Statement to the Community: Transfer and the Public Interest released.

September 2001
• Principles for United States Accreditors Working Internationally: Accreditation of Non-United States  

Institutions and Programs adopted.

May 2002
• A Framework for Meeting Transfer of Credit Responsibilities released.

May 2003
• CHEA Database of Institutions Accredited by Recognized U.S. Accreditors launched.

May 2004
• CHEA recognition of 60 accrediting organizations complete.

November 2005
• CHEA annual Award for Institutional Progress on Student Learning Outcomes launched.

January 2006
• Revision of CHEA Recognition Policy and Procedures approved by board of directors.

February 2007
• Advisory Statement on Combating Site-Based and Distance-Based Degree Mills – Suggestions for Effective 

Practice issued.
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Key Dates in the History of CHEA
September 2008
• CHEA Initiative launched.

June 2009
• Toward Effective Practice: Discouraging Degree Mills in Higher Education issued by CHEA and the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) published.

November 2010
• State Uses of Accreditation published by CHEA.

February 2011
• CHEA produces four short videos on accreditation and its value.

March 2011
• CHEA and UNESCO host a meeting on the international challenges posed by for-profit higher 

education.

November 2011
• CHEA conducts national survey of CHEA member institutions and recognized accrediting 

organizations on key issues for accreditation.

December 2011
• CHEA President Judith Eaton testifies at National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and 

Integrity meeting to develop accreditation policy recommendations.

September 2012
• CHEA International Quality Group launched.

November 2012
• CHEA Initiative Final Report published.

November 2012
• CHEA Almanac Online launched on the CHEA Website.

April 2013
• CHEA produces first Podcast on issues for accreditation.

December 2013
• CHEA hosts meeting of accrediting organizations on proposed College Rating System.

May 2014
• CHEA commentaries on Higher Education Act reauthorization published in Roll Call and the 

Huffington Post.

June 2014
• CHEA provides accreditation policy recommendations to U.S. Department of Education.
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2013–2014 Board of Directors
 
The CHEA Board of Directors is composed of up to 20 members elected for three-year terms. 
The members are current chief executive officers of degree-granting colleges and universities, 
other institutional members (e.g., deans, provosts, faculty) and public members.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

John E. Bassett, Chair, President, Heritage University

Madlyn L. Hanes, Vice Chair, Vice President, Commonwealth Campuses, Pennsylvania State 
University 

Dorothy Leland, Secretary, Chancellor, University of California, Merced

Andrew Benton, Treasurer, President & CEO, Pepperdine University

Bobby Fong, Member-at-Large, President, Ursinus College

David G. Carter, Immediate Past Chair, Chancellor Emeritus, Connecticut State University 
System

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John C. Bravman, President, Bucknell University *

James L. Gaudino, President, Central Washington University

Cynthia Jackson-Hammond, President, Central State University

David Johnson, III, Regulatory Compliance Manager, Intermountain Health Care

Paul LeBlanc, President, Southern New Hampshire University

Harold L. Martin, Sr., Chancellor, North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University

David Maxwell, President, Drake University

Joe D. May, Chancellor, Dallas County Community College District

Judy C. Miner, President, Foothill College

Elsa Núñez, President, Eastern Connecticut State University

George A. Pruitt, President, Thomas Edison State College

Craig D. Swenson, Chancellor, Argosy University

Satish Tripathi, President, University at Buffalo, State University of New York

Lesley Wilson, Secretary General, European University Association

* Resigned 7/13.
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2013–2014 Committee on Recognition
 
The CHEA Committee on Recognition is responsible for considering the eligibility and recog-
nition status of new and continuing accrediting organizations. The Committee consists of nine 
members, each serving a three-year term, and includes public members, members from regional, 
specialized, national and professional accrediting organizations and members from colleges and 
universities.

William B. DeLauder (Chair) 
President Emeritus, Delaware State University

Daniel Aleshire 
Director, The Association of Theological Schools in the United States and Canada, Commission 
on Accrediting

Barbara Brittingham 
President and Director, Commission on Institutions of Higher Education, New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges

Mary Jane Harris 
Director, American Physical Therapy Association, Commission on Accreditation in Physical 
Therapy Education

David Holger 
Associate Provost for Academic Programs & Dean of the Graduate College, Professor of 
Aerospace Engineering, Iowa State University

E. Clorissa Phillips 
President and Professor of Public Service and Leadership, Virginia Intermont College

Mary Ann P. Swain 
Professor, Decker School of Nursing, State University of New York at Binghamton

David Werner 
Chancellor Emeritus, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville
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 CHEA-Recognized Accrediting Organizations
(As of June 30, 2014)

 
National Faith-Related
Association for Biblical Higher Education, Commission on Accreditation

Association of Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic Schools

Commission on Accrediting of the Association of Theological Schools in the United States and Canada

Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools, Accreditation Commission

National Career-Related
Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools

Distance Education and Training Council Accrediting Commission

Regional
Middle States Commission on Higher Education

New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Commission on Institutions of Higher Education

North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, The Higher Learning Commission

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, Commission on Colleges

Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior 
Colleges

WASC Senior College and University Commission *

Programmatic
AACSB International – The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business

ABET

Accreditation Commission for Audiology Education

Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing

Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs

Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education

Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant, Inc.

Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications

American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Forensic Sciences Education Programs Accreditation 
Commission

American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy, Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and 
Family Therapy Education

 (continued)

* Formerly Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges and     
  Universities
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CHEA-Recognized Accrediting Organizations
(As of June 30, 2014)

 
 
American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences, Council for Accreditation

American Board of Funeral Service Education, Committee on Accreditation

American Council for Construction Education

American Culinary Federation Education Foundation Accrediting Commission

American Library Association, Committee on Accreditation

American Occupational Therapy Association, Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education

American Optometric Association, Accreditation Council on Optometric Education

American Physical Therapy Association, Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education

American Podiatric Medical Association, Council on Podiatric Medical Education

American Psychological Association, Commission on Accreditation

American Society of Landscape Architects, Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and 
Speech-Language Pathology

American Veterinary Medical Association, Council on Education

Association of Technology, Management, and Applied Engineering 

Aviation Accreditation Board International

Commission on Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education

Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care

Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs

Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Management Education

Commission on Opticianry Accreditation

Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs

Council for Interior Design Accreditation

Council for Standards in Human Service Education

Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs

Council on Chiropractic Education, Commission on Accreditation

Council on Rehabilitation Education, Commission on Standards and Accreditation

Council on Social Work Education Office of Social Work Accreditation, Commission on Accreditation

International Assembly for Collegiate Business Education

International Fire Services Accreditation Congress Degree Assembly

 (continued)



Page 28 Council for Higher Education AccreditationPage 28 Council for Higher Education Accreditation

CHEA-Recognized Accrediting Organizations
(As of June 30, 2014)

 
 
 
Joint Review Committee on Education Programs in Radiologic Technology

Joint Review Committee on Educational Programs in Nuclear Medicine Technology

National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences

National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education

National Recreation and Park Association, Council on Accreditation of Parks, Recreation, Tourism, and 
Related Professions

Network of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration, Commission on Peer Review and 
Accreditation

Planning Accreditation Board

Psychological Clinical Sciences Accreditation System

Society of American Foresters

Teacher Education Accreditation Council, Inc.

Bernard Fryshman, Executive Vice President Emeritus of the 
Association of Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic Schools, was 
recognized at the CHEA 2014 Annual Conference for his service 
to higher education accreditation..



A national advocate and institutional voice for self-regulation of academic quality 
through accreditation, CHEA is an association of 3,000 degree-granting colleges and 

universities and recognizes 60 institutional and programmatic accrediting organizations.

CHEA
Council for Higher Education Accreditation

One Dupont Circle NW • Suite 510
Washington DC 20036-1135

tel: 202-955-6126 • fax: 202-955-6129
e-mail: chea@chea.org • www.chea.org

09-008
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More Information About the Council for Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA) Is Available at www.chea.org

More Information About the CHEA International Quality Group (CIQG) 
Is Available at www.cheainternational.org

http://www.chea.org
http://www.cheainternational.org

