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The Council for Higher Education Accreditation
Mission Statement

The Council for Higher Education Accreditation will serve students and their families,  
colleges and universities, sponsoring bodies, governments and employers  

by promoting academic quality through formal recognition of higher education  
accrediting bodies and will coordinate and work to advance  

self-regulation through accreditation.

								        —1996
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Dear Colleagues:

2011-2012 was another year of accomplishment for the Council for Higher Education 
Accreditation (CHEA) in areas ranging from government affairs to recognition of accrediting 
organizations to a growing international presence. In all of these activities, CHEA served as a 
strong advocate for higher education accreditation.

Each year, CHEA’s advocacy takes the form of meetings with Congress and the Administration, 
letters and formal comments to the federal and state governments, speeches and presentations 
across the United States and around the world, publications, videos and information on the 
CHEA Website and an increasing presence on social media such as Facebook and Twitter. CHEA 
provides a strong and consistent voice, making the case for accreditation’s value to society.

CHEA’s 3,000 member institutions support us both through their dues and their active 
involvement in the organization. This support continues to grow. Last year, 223 colleges and 
universities across the country either joined CHEA for the first time or returned after not being 
members in 2010-2011. CHEA’s 2012 Annual Conference was our best-attended meeting 
ever. And, numerous CHEA member institutions participated in activities such as the CHEA 
Initiative’s online survey regarding the issues of greatest importance for accreditation.

Member institutions also amplify CHEA’s voice on accreditation and its value by posting CHEA 
publications and videos on their Websites, ensuring that more students, parents and others have 
access to information on accreditation and its value.

Please take a few minutes to read this year’s annual report and learn more about what CHEA, 
with our members, accomplished in 2011-2012.

	 David G. Carter						     Judith Eaton
	 Chair, Board of Directors				    President
	 Chancellor Emeritus					     Council for Higher
	 Connecticut State University System		    	 Education Accreditation

Letter from the Chair and the President
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In 2011-2012, CHEA activities ranged from the work accomplished during the final year of the 
CHEA Initiative, government affairs work with Congress and the Administration to recognition 
of accrediting organizations. CHEA also continued to serve as “Accreditation Central,” an 
outstanding source of national-level information on accreditation, as well as expanded the 
organization’s international engagement. The result was a year of significant accomplishment for 
CHEA on behalf of its 3,000 member colleges and universities. 

The CHEA Initiative

2011-2012 was the final year of the CHEA Initiative, an unprecedented national conversation 
engaging 2,500 colleagues around the country on the future of accreditation. The Initiative was 
launched by CHEA in 2008 to build consensus for action on the issues of greatest importance to 
the accreditation and higher education communities in advance of the anticipated reauthorization 
of the Higher Education Act (HEA) in 2013 or thereafter.

Deliberation by the CHEA Initiative’s participants resulted in near unanimity about the two 
goals of the Initiative: the need to further enhance accountability within accreditation and to 
work to sustain an appropriate balance in the accreditation-federal government relationship. 
Based on the results of the CHEA Initiative, the CHEA Board of Directors approved actions 
addressing the major issues that emerged in the discussions as most important to participants. 
These included restating and reframing the division of responsibilities between government 
and accreditation, initiating an accreditation advocacy campaign and developing a CHEA 
International Quality Group (see below).

During this period, the CHEA Initiative hosted five CEO/CAO Roundtables with member 
institutions, met with 22 accrediting commissions, held eight National Accreditation Fora and 
conducted a student focus group for a total of 36 meetings.

Government Affairs

Through its government affairs activities at the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) and 
the U.S. Congress, as well as with state legislatures, CHEA works to address legislative and 
regulatory issues of key importance to higher education accreditation.

A major focus in 2011-2012 was the review and report outlining accreditation policy 
recommendations carried out by the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality 
and Integrity (NACIQI), USDE’s advisory body on recognition of accrediting organizations. 
This report was requested by USDE Secretary Arne Duncan to examine “what is working and 
not working” in the current system of recognition and accreditation. CHEA President Judith 
Eaton testified at the committee’s December 15, 2011 meeting to discuss the draft policy report. 
CHEA also provided comments to NACIQI and coordinated two letters from the accreditation 
community, submitted on November 23, 2011 and on March 16, 2012.

CHEA played a role in developing H.R. 2117, a bill passed by the U.S. House of 
Representatives on February 28, 2012 to repeal USDE’s regulations that establish a federal 

2011-2012: Addressing the Challenges, 
Preparing for the Future

http://www.chea.org/pdf/TheCHEAInitiative_Final_Report8.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/naciqi-dir/2012-spring/teleconference-2012/naciqi-final-report.pdf
http://www.chea.org/pdf/NACIQI%20Testimony%20Dec%202011.pdf
http://www.chea.org/pdf/NACIQI%20Letter%2022%20November%202011.pdf
http://www.chea.org/pdf/NACIQI%20Letter%20November%2023%202011.pdf
http://www.chea.org/chea_dev/pdf/Letter%20to%20NACIQI%203%2016%2012%20final%20%282%29.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112hr2117rh/pdf/BILLS-112hr2117rh.pdf
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definition of credit hour. CHEA made the case that defining the credit hour is the primary 
responsibility of the academy, not government. The bill also repealed new requirements for state 
authorization, which CHEA opposed as burdensome and unworkable. Additionally, CHEA 
supported a companion bill in the U.S. Senate, S. 1297. The House bill was passed and the 
Senate bill remained in committee as of June 30, 2012.

CHEA also continued to support legislation to combat degree mills and accreditation mills and 
to reduce and prevent the sale and use of fraudulent degrees in order to protect the integrity of 
valid higher education degrees. While H.R. 1758, (the “Diploma and Accreditation Integrity 
Act”) was not passed in 2011-2012, CHEA shared the bill with governors and attorneys general 
in various states as an example of effective legislation addressing degree mills and making their 
operation more difficult.

International Activities

CHEA President Judith Eaton participated in a number of international meetings and 
conferences throughout 2011-2012, including addressing a conference in Erbil, Iraq, hosted 
by the International Institute of Education, in conjunction with the Iraqi Scholar Rescue 
Fund and the Center for International Partnerships in 
Higher Education, on standards in quality assurance 
and accreditation and served as keynote speaker at the 
annual conference of the Alliance of Universities for 
Democracy held in Dubrovnik, Croatia. Eaton also 
served as a member of the Quality Assurance Council of 
the University Grants Committee in Hong Kong.

As part of its ongoing international activity, CHEA 
also provided information on U.S. accreditation 
to delegations from nations around the world. In 
2011-2012, CHEA staff made presentations on U.S. 
accreditation and recognition to international visitors 
from countries including Afghanistan, China, Finland, 
Iraq, Japan, Kenya, Nicaragua, Saudi Arabia and 
Trinidad and Tobago.

The CHEA 2012 International Seminar, held January 26-27, in conjunction with the CHEA 
2012 Annual Conference, drew participants from 28 countries and addressed issues related to 
international quality assurance and the role of accreditation.

During 2011-2012, the CHEA Board of Directors approved the establishment of a CHEA 
International Quality Group (CIQG) to bring together people, ideas and resources from around 
the world to support institutions and accrediting or quality assurance organizations in tackling 
tough issues such as defining quality, addressing rankings and combating degree mills and 
accreditation mills. The CIQG will be launched in 2012-2013.

CHEA Recognition of Accrediting Organizations

CHEA has been engaged in recognition of accrediting organizations since 1999. This review 
involves scrutiny of their activities to determine whether accreditors meet standards in CHEA’s 
recognition policy. CHEA-recognized accrediting organizations undergo a review every ten years, 
at a minimum. 

Attendees at the CHEA 2012 International Semi-
nar network at the opening reception.

http://www.chea.org/pdf/BILLS-112s1297is.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112hr1758ih/pdf/BILLS-112hr1758ih.pdf
http://www.chea.org/Research/index.asp#2012IntCom
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During 2011-2012, the CHEA Committee on Recognition conducted 11 reviews of accrediting 
organizations seeking eligibility for CHEA recognition and 16 reviews of organizations seeking 
recognition. The committee also acted to defer recognition of five accrediting organizations 
and received seven special reports. In all, 31 accrediting organizations came before the 
committee during the year, some of these on more than one occasion. Some of these accrediting 
organizations were seeking CHEA recognition for the first time; others previously have been 
recognized by CHEA. 

CHEA continued to expand information on accreditation that is readily available and accessible 
to the public, placing summaries of recognition decisions and the reasons for those decisions on 
the CHEA Website and distributing this information by email.

CHEA Conferences and Meetings

Each year, CHEA conferences and meetings bring together hundreds of participants from across 
the United States and around the world to hear speakers, discuss ideas and exchange information 
on vital issues for higher education accreditation and international quality assurance.

The CHEA 2012 Annual Conference, held January 23-26 in Washington, DC, featured 
speakers from government, higher education institutions and accrediting organizations, 
including Under Secretary of Education Martha Kanter and a panel composed of NACIQI 
Chair Jamienne Studley and NACIQI 
members Susan Phillips and Cameron 
Staples. The annual conference 
also included the eighth and final 
National Accreditation Forum that has 
been part of the work of the CHEA 
Initiative. 

The CHEA 2012 Summer Workshop 
was held June 21-22 in Washington, 
DC. Participants heard remarks 
from speakers representing colleges, 
universities, accrediting organizations 
and government, including Assistant 
Secretary of Education Eduardo Ochoa 
and Joshua Kim, Director of Learning 
and Technology at Dartmouth 
College’s Master of Health Care 
Delivery Science Programs addressing 
the emerging issue of Massive Open 
Online Courses.

The CHEA Award

The CHEA Award for Outstanding Institutional Practice in Student Learning Outcomes annually 
recognizes institutions and programs for their outstanding practice in gathering information 
on student learning outcomes and using this information for institutional improvement. This 
information is then provided to the public to help other institutions and programs seeking to 
make gains in this important area. 

Cameron Staples, Member of the National Advisory Committee on 
Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI), Jamienne Studley, Chair 
of NACIQI, and Susan Phillips, Chair of NACIQI’s Accreditation 
Policy Subcommittee, participated in a plenary session at the CHEA 
2012 Annual Conference.

http://www.chea.org/pdf/Recognition_Policy-June_28_2010-FINAL.pdf
http://www.chea.org/Research/index.asp#2012Conf
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This year, the 2012 CHEA Award was presented to the Georgia Institute of Technology (GA), 
Rio Salado College (AZ) and the University of California, Merced (CA).

CHEA also launched Effective Institutional Practice in Student Learning Outcomes: CHEA Award 
Recipients, an online publication with information on each of the 25 institutions and programs 
that have received the CHEA Award since it was established in 2005. 

Keeping Members and the Public Informed

As “Accreditation Central” – a repository of national-level information about accreditation 
practice, policy and politics – CHEA serves as an unsurpassed resource of information on 
accreditation for member institutions, accrediting organizations, higher education associations 
and the public.

The CHEA Website provides a wealth of descriptive and analytic information on higher 
education accreditation and quality assurance worldwide. CHEA’s Federal Update provides 
in-depth material on activities by the U.S. Congress and USDE, while Inside Accreditation offers 
thoughtful analysis by CHEA President Judith Eaton on issues related to accreditation. 

In 2011-2012, CHEA issued publications including Accreditation and Accountability: Looking 
Back and Looking Ahead and Quality Assurance in the Twenty-First Century and the Role of the 
Council for Higher Education Accreditation, designed to examine higher education accreditation 
and the challenges and opportunities ahead.

Since its launch in 2003, the CHEA Database of Institutions and Programs Accredited by 
Recognized United States Accrediting Organizations has served as an indispensable information 
resource, listing more than 8,200 degree-granting and non-degree-granting institutions and 
more than 20,400 programs (as of June 30,2012). The Database is visited nearly a million times 
each year by students, parents, employers and others seeking information on the accredited 
status of institutions and programs throughout the country. 

Looking Ahead

In the year ahead, CHEA will continue its leadership and advocacy for accreditation. CHEA will 
work to provide information and assistance to Congress, USDE and the states on accreditation-
related issues. A particular focus for CHEA will be preparing for the reauthorization of the 
Higher Education Act, expected to begin in 2013 or thereafter.

With the conclusion of the CHEA Initiative, CHEA will focus on the implementation of an 
action plan to address key issues and provide progress on the two major goals of the Initiative: 
to enhance accountability in accreditation and to sustain a balance and distinction between 
accountability to the federal government and the academic work of accreditation.

The Committee on Recognition will continue its work as approximately 30 additional 
accrediting organizations seek initial CHEA recognition. 

CHEA’s focus on quality assurance internationally is expanding with the launch of the CIQG in 
2012-2013. The year’s activities will include the first CIQG Annual Meeting and members-only 
publications including the newsletter Quality International.

CHEA will continue to provide leadership and advocacy on the issues, challenges and 
opportunities facing higher education accreditation and quality assurance, in the United States 
and around the world.

http://www.chea.org/news/NR_2012.01.11_CHEA_Award.htm
http://www.chea.org/chea%20award/CHEA_Awards_All.html
http://www.chea.org/chea%20award/CHEA_Awards_All.html
http://www.chea.org
http://www.chea.org/Government/index.asp#FedUpdate
http://www.chea.org/Research/index.asp#InsideAccred
http://www.chea.org/pdf/accred_account.pdf
http://www.chea.org/pdf/accred_account.pdf
http://www.chea.org/pdf/Fred_Harcleroad_2011.pdf
http://www.chea.org/pdf/Fred_Harcleroad_2011.pdf
http://www.chea.org/search/default.asp
http://www.chea.org/search/default.asp
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2011–2012 Board of Directors
 
The CHEA Board of Directors is composed of up to 20 members elected for three-year terms. 
The members are current chief executive officers of degree-granting colleges and universities, 
other institutional members (e.g., deans, provosts, faculty) and public members.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

David G. Carter, Chair, Chancellor Emeritus, Connecticut State University System

Charles Larson, Vice Chair, Chair, ViaGlobal Group

Madlyn L. Hanes, Secretary, Vice President, Commonwealth Campuses, Pennsylvania State 
University 

John E. Bassett, Treasurer, President, Heritage University

Larry L. Earvin, Member at Large, President & CEO, Huston-Tillotson University

Bobby Fong, Member at Large, President, Ursinus College

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Caesar Andrews, Leonard Family Distinguished Visiting Professor of Journalism Ethics, 
Reynolds School of Journalism, University of Nevada, Reno

Andrew Benton, President & CEO, Pepperdine University

John C. Bravman, President, Bucknell University

George D. Gollin, Professor of Physics, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

David Johnson, III, Office of Sponsored Projects, Grants and Contracts Officer, University of 
Utah

Dorothy Leland, President, Georgia College & State University

Joe D. May, President, Louisiana Community and Technical College System

Judy C. Miner, President, Foothill College

Karen W. Morse, President Emeritus, Western Washington University

Elsa Núñez, President, Eastern Connecticut State University

Paula E. Peinovich, President, National Labor College

Barbara R. Snyder, President, Case Western Reserve University

Mary Ann P. Swain, Professor, State University of New York at Binghamton, Decker School of 
Nursing

Craig D. Swenson, Chancellor, Argosy University
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2011–2012 Committee on Recognition
 
The CHEA Committee on Recognition is responsible for considering the eligibility and
recognition status of new and continuing accrediting organizations. The Committee consists 
of nine members, each serving a three-year term, and includes public members, members from 
regional, specialized, national and professional accrediting organizations and members from 
colleges and universities.

William B. DeLauder (Chair)
President Emeritus, Delaware State University
Ronald Blumenthal 
Senior Vice President Emeritus, Kaplan University

Barbara Brittingham
President and Director, Commission on Institutions of Higher Education, New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges

James G. Cibulka
President, National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education

Karen Hanson
Provost & Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, University of Minnesota

David Holger
Associate Provost for Academic Programs & Dean of the Graduate College, Professor of 
Aerospace Engineering, Iowa State University

Michael P. Lambert
Executive Director, Distance Education and Training Council

E. Clorissa Phillips
President and Professor of Public Service and Leadership, Virginia Intermont College

David Werner
Chancellor Emeritus, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville
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	 CHEA-Recognized Accrediting Organizations
(As of June 30, 2012)

 
National Faith-Related
Association for Biblical Higher Education, Commission on Accreditation

Association of Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic Schools

Commission on Accrediting of the Association of Theological Schools in the United States and Canada

Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools, Accreditation Commission

National Career-Related
Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools

Distance Education and Training Council Accrediting Commission

Regional
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, Middle States Commission on Higher Education

New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Commission on Institutions of Higher Education

North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, The Higher Learning Commission

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, Commission on Colleges

Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior 
Colleges

Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges and 
Universities

Programmatic
AACSB International – The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business

ABET

Accreditation Commission for Audiology Education

Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs

Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education

Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant, Inc.

Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications

American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy, Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and 
Family Therapy Education

American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences, Council for Accreditation

 (continued)
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CHEA-Recognized Accrediting Organizations
(As of June 30, 2012)

 
 
American Board of Funeral Service Education, Committee on Accreditation

American Council for Construction Education

American Culinary Federation Education Foundation Accrediting Commission

American Library Association, Committee on Accreditation

American Occupational Therapy Association, Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education

American Optometric Association, Accreditation Council on Optometric Education

American Physical Therapy Association, Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education

American Podiatric Medical Association, Council on Podiatric Medical Education

American Psychological Association, Commission on Accreditation

American Society of Landscape Architects, Landscape Architectural Accreditation Board

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and 
Speech-Language Pathology

American Veterinary Medical Association, Council on Education

Association of Technology, Management, and Applied Engineering 

Aviation Accreditation Board International

Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs

Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Management Education

Commission on Opticianry Accreditation

Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs

Council for Interior Design Accreditation

Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs

Council on Chiropractic Education, Commission on Accreditation

Council on Rehabilitation Education, Commission on Standards and Accreditation

Council on Social Work Education Office of Social Work Accreditation, Commission on Accreditation

International Assembly for Collegiate Business Education

International Fire Services Accreditation Congress Degree Assembly

Joint Review Committee on Education Programs in Radiologic Technology

Joint Review Committee on Educational Programs in Nuclear Medicine Technology

National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences

 (continued)
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CHEA-Recognized Accrediting Organizations
(As of June 30, 2012)

 
 
 
National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration, Commission on Peer Review and 
Accreditation

National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education

National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission, Inc.

National Recreation and Park Association, Council on Accreditation of Parks, Recreation, Tourism, and 
Related Professions

Planning Accreditation Board

Society of American Foresters

Teacher Education Accreditation Council, Inc.

Daniel Aleshire, Executive Director of the Association of Theological 
Schools in the United States and Canada (left in photo) and Barbara 
Brittingham, President/Director of the Commission, Commission 
on Institutions of Higher Education, New England Association of 
Colleges and Schools, joined by Stanley Ikenberry, President Emeritus, 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, offered a view by 
accrediting organizations of  “U.S. Accreditation: What Matters Most 
in 2012” at the CHEA 2012 International Seminar.
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Key Dates in the History of CHEA
March 1996
•	 Formation of CHEA through first-ever referendum of college and university presidents.  

Fifteen-member board of directors elected, bylaws approved.

July 1996
•	 Initial meeting of CHEA Board of Directors. 

September 1996
•	 Board of directors adopts CHEA bylaws and files articles of incorporation.

May 1997
•	 Institutional Eligibility and Recognition Policy adopted by board of directors.

August 1997
•	 Dr. Judith S. Eaton named CHEA’s first president.

September – December 1997
•	 CHEA conducts national survey of degree-granting institutions, higher education associations and 

accrediting organizations to learn of priorities for CHEA and for accreditation.

September 1998
•	 Board of directors adopts the CHEA Recognition Policy and Procedures.

January 1999
•	 Members of committee on recognition appointed by board of directors.

November 2000
•	 Advisory Statement to the Community: Transfer and the Public Interest released.

September 2001
•	 Principles for United States Accreditors Working Internationally: Accreditation of Non-United States  

Institutions and Programs adopted.

May 2002
•	 A Framework for Meeting Transfer of Credit Responsibilities released.

January – April 2003
•	 CHEA conducts second national survey of degree-granting institutions, higher education associations 

and accrediting organizations to evaluate CHEA performance, identify primary accreditation issues to 
be addressed in the future and solicit views on accreditation.

May 2003
•	 CHEA Database of Institutions Accredited by Recognized U.S. Accreditors launched.

May 2004
•	 CHEA recognition of 60 accrediting organizations complete.

May 2005
•	 CHEA Database of Institutions and Programs Accredited by Recognized U.S. Accrediting Organizations of 

more than 7,000 accredited institutions expanded to include 17,000 accredited programs.
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Key Dates in the History of CHEA
November 2005
•	 CHEA annual Award for Institutional Progress on Student Learning Outcomes launched.

January 2006
•	 Revision of CHEA Recognition Policy and Procedures approved by board of directors.

February 2007
•	 Advisory Statement on Combating Site-Based and Distance-Based Degree Mills – Suggestions for Effective 

Practice issued.

January 2008
•	 New Leadership for Student Learning and Accountability published (with Association of American 

Colleges and Universities).

September 2008
•	 CHEA Initiative launched.

June 2009
•	 Toward Effective Practice: Discouraging Degree Mills in Higher Education issued by CHEA and the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

April 2010
•	 CHEA Board of Directors approves Resolution on Accreditation and Accountability.

November 2010
•	 State Uses of Accreditation published by CHEA.

March 2011
•	 CHEA and UNESCO host a meeting on the international challenges posed by for-profit higher 

education.

June 2011
•	 Reflections on the Future of Accreditation published by CHEA.

August 2011
•	 Accreditation and Accountability: Looking Back and Looking Ahead published by CHEA.
November 2011
•	 CHEA conducts national survey of CHEA member institutions and recognized accrediting 

organizations on key issues for accreditation.

January 2012
•	 CHEA Board of Directors approves establishment of CHEA International Quality Group.

•	 CHEA holds Eighth National Accreditation Forum during 2012 Annual Conference.

February 2012
•	 CHEA produces Effective Institutional Practice in Student Learning Outcomes: CHEA Award Recipients.



A national advocate and institutional voice for self-regulation of academic quality 
through accreditation, CHEA is an association of 3,000 degree-granting colleges and 

universities and recognizes 60 institutional and programmatic accrediting organizations.

CHEA
Council for Higher Education Accreditation
One Dupont Circle NW • Suite 510
Washington DC 20036-1135
tel: 202-955-6126 • fax: 202-955-6129
e-mail: chea@chea.org • www.chea.org
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