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How is U.S. Accreditation Defined?

A Accreditation is about both

C Quality assurance: assuring threshold quality in
higher education; and

C Quality improvement: assuring that institutions
and programs have processes to try to do what
they do better.
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Who is Involved in U.S. Accreditation?

A Higher Education Institutions and Programs
A Accrediting Organizations

A Recognition Bodies

A State Government

A Federal Government

A Students, Families and the Public
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Relationship among Institutions Accredited by Recognized

Accrediting Organizations, Recognized Accrediting Organizations

and Recognition Bodies*
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*2011 CHEA Almanac of External Quality Review

**Some accrediting organizations are recognized only by CHEA, some only by USDE, some by both.
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What are the Core Values of U.S. Accreditation?

A That higher education institutions have primary responsibility for

academic quality: They are the leaders and the primary sources of
authority in academic matters.

A That institutional mission is central to all judgments of academic
quality.

A That institutional autonomy is essential to sustaining and
enhancing academic quality.

A That our higher education enterprise — and our society - thrives on
decentralization and diversity of institutional purpose and mission.

A That academic freedom flourishes only in an environment of
academic leadership of institutions.
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How is U.S. Accreditation Organized?

A 80 recognized accrediting organizations in 2010-
20117

A Autonomous, private (nongovernmental), nonprofit;
A Emerged from higher education, not government;

A Legitimacy derives from higher education, not
government; and

A More than 100 years old.

®
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How is Accreditation Funded?

A Accreditation organizations are funded by:

C Annual dues from institutions and programs that are
accredited.

C Fees that institutions and programs pay for accreditation
Visits.

C In some instances, financial assistance from sponsoring
organizations.

A Accrediting organizations sometimes obtain funds for special
initiatives from government or from private foundations.




What are the Types of Accrediting Organizations?

A National Career-Related Accrediting Organizations
A National Faith-Related Accrediting Organizations
A Regional Accrediting Organizations

A Programmatic Accrediting Organizations
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Types of U.S. Accrediting Organizations

A Institutional Accreditors

C Regional: Accredit 3,050 public and private, mainly nonprofit and
degree-granting, two- and four-year institutions.

Number of Institutions Accredited by
Regional Accrediting Organizations

Middle States
New England
North Central 1,012
Northwest
Southern

Western (Junior)

Western (Senior)
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Types of U.S. Accrediting Organizations

A Institutional Accreditors

C National Faith-Related: Accredit 470 religiously affiliated or doctrinally
based institutions, mainly nonprofit and degree-granting.

Number of Institutions Accredited by National
Faith-Related Accrediting Organizations

Assoc. for Biblical Higher Education _ 100

Assoc. of Advanced Rabbinical and 66
Talmudic Studies _
Transnational Assoc. of Christian 55
Colleges and Schools I
| ]
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Types of U.S. Accrediting Organizations

A Institutional Accreditors

C National Career-Related: Accredit 4,298 mainly for-profit, career-

based, single-purpose institutions, including distance learning
colleges and universities.

Number of Institutions Accredited by National Career-Related
Accrediting Organizations

Accrediting Bureau of Health
Education Schools

Accrediting Commission of
Career Schools and Colleges

Accrediting Council for Continuing
Education and Training

Accrediting Council for
Independent Colleges & Schools

Council on Occupational
Education

Distance Education & Training
Council

National Accrediting Commission
of Career Arts & Sciences
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Types of U.S. Accrediting Organizations

’”~

A Programmatic Accreditors: Accredit 22,654 specific programs,

professions or schools, e.g., law, medicine, engineering and health
professions. Some schools may be freestanding.

Programmatic Accreditors by Degree- or
Non-Degree Status*

Private Private Institutional Control
Public Non-Profit For Profit Not Indicated Total
Degree 7,126 3,741 731 6,081 17,679
Non-Degree 1,470 464 346 1,113 3,393
Programmatic Total 8,596 4,205 1,077 7,194 21,072

®
*Twelve accrediting organizations reporting programs and freestanding institutions; nine organizations not reporting degree-granting/non- ‘ HEA
degree granting status.
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What is Accredited?*

T

Institutions and Programs
Not Courses or Individuals
More than 7,800 institutions

> >

C 63 percent are degree-granting (associate degree or

above)
C 37 percent are nondegree
C 50 percent are nonprofit
C 50 percent are for-profit
A More than 22,000 programs

*As of 2011
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How does U.S. Accreditation Operate?

Accrediting organizations develop standards that must be met
In order to be accredited.

Institutions and programs undertake self studies based on
standards.

Institutions and programs are subject to peer review, including
site visits and team reports;

Accrediting organizations make a judgment based on

standards through their decision-making commissions and
award (or do not award) accredited status.

Institutions and programs undergo periodic review by
accrediting organizations to maintain accredited status.

Accreditation is a standards-based, evidence-based,

judgment-based, peer-based process
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How does U.S. Accreditation Operate? (Detail)

A Self-study: Institutions and programs prepare a written summary of
performance based on accrediting organizations' standards.

N

A Peer review: Accreditation review is conducted primarily by faculty and
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